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action to address elevated lead levels, the states are responsible for approving or determining the nature of the
treatment or other activities that will be required, ensuring that they are implemented, and periodically
reporting relevant information to EPA. The Safe Drinking Water Act authorizes the states to assume primary
responsibility for enforcing the drinking water program - including the lead rule - if they meet certain
requirements, such as adopting drinking water regulations at least as stringent as EPAs and having adequate
procedures to carry out and enforce the programs requirements. All states except Wyoming have assumed
primacy for managing their drinking water programs. In addition to requiring the regulation of lead in public
water supplies, the Safe Drinking Water Act also contains provisions to limit the extent to which materials in the
water distribution system and household plumbing contribute to lead levels at the tap. Specifically, the act
banned the use of solder and other materials in the installation or repair of public water systems or plumbing
that are not lead-free. In this regard, the act established a material standard by defining lead-free to mean
solders and flux containing no more than 0. 2 percent lead, and pipes and pipe fittings 10 containing no more
than 8. 0 percent lead. In addition, the act called for development of voluntary performance standards and
testing protocols for the leaching of lead from new plumbing fittings and fixtures by a qualified third party
certifier or, if necessary, promulgated by EPA. A third party certifier set such a standard in 1997, limiting the
amount of lead that the fittings and fixtures may contribute...
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