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of the Praise of the Red-Herring Nash s Lenten Stuff was the last written work of its author, and which the
learned and industrious John Payne Collier somewhat aptly designates as a lively paradoxical Praise of the
Red-Herring, and a highly humorous and ingenious performance, which must - he adds - have been written
when its author was in high health and spirits. In 1598 Nash, after his return from Ireland, visited the town of
Great Yarmouth, as he informs us, for five or six weeks. | arrived, he says, at the latter end of autumn, where
having scarce looked about me, my presaging mind said to itself, Hic favonius serenus est hic auster umbricus,
this is a predestinated fit place for Pierce Penniless to set his staff in; and having obtained a loan of money
there, and taken a part in the festivities then going on in the town, he formed an acquaintance with one
Humphrey King, King of the Tobacconists, the author of a poem entitled An Halfe-penny-worth of Wit in a
Penny-worth of Paper, or The Hermit s Tale, to whom Nash dedicated his work, and as a return for all favours
granted, writes, Because | had money lent me at Yarmouth, | pay them again in praise of their own town and
the Red-Herring - to be seen when | am dead and under ground. Yet it is to be remembered that, though
inspired with new life and energy when at Yarmouth in 1598,...
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