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am sure the University of Minnesota is rendering a notable service not only to libraries and public institutions,
but also to the general public which is still shockingly ignorant of how its institutions are really administered.
This little volume stands unique in its field, as it brings together a large amount of first-hand material secured
through original research, in addition to collating scattered papers on single phases of the problem. It
administers a definitive refutation to the popular fallacy that institution libraries are a fad and that inmates of
such institutions can not and will not make use of them. I confess to having been surprised at finding how many
institutions looked upon their libraries as integral parts of their work. Any undue elation was checked, however,
by observing how uneven the library equipment runs and how far we still have to go before it becomes really
adequate in many places. The popularizing of institutions as the result of their gradual coming under state
control, and the consequent raising of standards of care, has meant that they house an increasing number of
superior patients, capable of appreciating means of culture and refinement. Hence the tendency to carry over
into the institution the function of books as part of normal free cultivated life. But more than that: books and
music have been demonstrated to possess therapeutic value both in preventive and reeducative work for the
handicapped mentally or physically. Their value for the convalescent has long been utilized, as in the
tuberculosis sanatoria....
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