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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The Scarlet Letter - Nathaniel Hawthorne - A Classic Work of Romantic
Fiction - The Scarlet Letter is an 1850 romantic work of fiction in a historical setting, written by Nathaniel
Hawthorne, and is considered to be his magnum opus. Set in 17th-century Puritan Boston, Massachusetts
during the years 1642 to 1649, it tells the story of Hester Prynne, who conceives a daughter through an affair
and struggles to create a new life of repentance and dignity. Throughout the book, Hawthorne explores themes
of legalism, sin, and guilt. It was long thought that Hawthorne originally planned The Scarlet Letter to be a
shorter novelette which was part of a collection to be named Old Time Legends and that his publisher, James
Thomas Fields, convinced him to expand the work to a full-length novel. This is not true: Fields persuaded
Hawthorne to publish The Scarlet Letter alone (along with the earlier-completed Custom House essay) but he
had nothing to do with the length of the story. Hawthorne s wife Sophia later challenged Fields claims a little
inexactly: he has made the absurd boast that he was the sole cause of the Scarlet Letter being published! She
noted that her husband s friend Edwin Percy Whipple, a critic, approached Fields to consider its publication.
The manuscript was written at the Peter Edgerley House in Salem, Massachusetts, still standing as a private
residence at 14 Mall Street. It was the last Salem home where the Hawthorne family lived. The Scarlet Letter was
published as a novel in the spring of 1850 by Ticknor Fields, beginning Hawthorne s most lucrative period. When
he delivered the final pages to Fields in February 1850,...
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